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DECISION UNDER 
37CFR 1.181 



This Office is in receipt of applicants' 07 February 2003 communication, which is being 
treated as a petition under 37 CFR 1.181 requesting that the copy of the Declaration filed with 
the present petition be accepted in lieu of the original purportedly filed on 13 November 2001. • 
No petition fee is required. The petition is DISMISSED. 

BACKGROUND 

On 19 February 2002, applicants filed U.S. application 10/049,992 as a national stage 
entry of international application PCT/CA00/00953, which claimed priority to a U.S. application 
filed 21 August 1999. An unsigned declaration was filed with the application papers. 

On 07 February 2003, applicants filed the present petition forwarding, inter alia, a 
purported copy of the declaration executed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.497 accompanied by a 
copy of the return receipt postcard indicating a receipt date of 07 October 2002. The copy of the 
postcard receipt does not specifically itemize a signed declaration. 

DISCUSSION 

MPEP at section 503 provides that: 

"A postcard receipt which itemizes and properly identifies the items which are being filed 
serves as prima facie evidence of receipt in the PTO of all the items listed thereon on the 
date stamped thereon by the PTO. " 



A review of the papers filed with the present petition reveals that the copy of the return 
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